CARL   SCHURZ'S  POLITICAL   CAREER

Schurz: ". . , I do not, or have not desired to be com-
mitted on Cabinet appointments until the issue was reached.
But it is perhaps proper to say that, if elected, it has for a
long time been my wish to invite you to take a place in the
Cabinet. I think it would be fortunate for the country, and
especially for myself, if you are one of the members of the
Cabinet. I am not likely to change that opinion. The Interior
Department is iny preference for you. The Post Office would
come next." Schurz's reply to this invitation expressed a will-
ingness to accept the Interior, but declared that for the Post
Office Department a degree of practical business ability and
experience was required that he did not believe he possessed.
The announcement of President Hayes' choice of his
Cabinet was1 well received by the liberal and reforming element
of his party, but evoked much caustic criticism from the radi-
cal and machine men, who foresaw that they were to have small
influence in the new administration. They strongly resented the
assignment of the Post Office to an ex~Confederate, General
Key, but the bitterest comment was directed against the
nomination of Schurz. Key, it was said, was frankly a Demo-
crat and had never been anything else, and his apipointment
was a mere bit of amiable folly; but Schurz was a renegade
who had deserted the Republicans in 1872 and had rejoined
them only to do the party renewed damage. It was held to be
especially insulting that such a man should be designated to
succeed Zachariah Chandler, whose stalwart devotion to his
party had been unswerving. The insufferable insult of Prin-
ciple to Partisanship! The rumor that the Republicans would
try to prevent the confirmation of Schurz's nomination was not
surprising. To meet such a contingency some of his admirers
strongly urged the Democratic Senators to vote for confirma-
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